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Dear reader,

This guide was created for you who, like us at the UN Agency for Refugees (UNHCR), seeks

to find solutions for the integration of refugee children and youth in the school environment.
Whether you are an educator, parent, or guardian, we know that only together can we build the
bridges and solutions necessary for the classroom and school to be a safe space where they can feel

welcomed and find the opportunities that they were denied when forced out of their countries.

Unfortunately, when the issue is education, this population is already at a disadvantage
compared to people who are not in a refugee-like situation. The main challenge is entry into
educational systems, not only in Brazil but in the world. According to the latest UNHCR
Education Report (bit.ly/3vfseLA), the global average is 68% of youth and children enrolled
in primary education*. The number is even lower at the secondary level**: 34%. What

are the consequences of this? Only 5% of refugees have access to higher education.

These statistics contradicted the universal principle that Education is a basic human right, and
unfortunately the numbers are repeated year after year — having worsened recently as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic. To be sure, the unprecedented impacts on education affect all children. But for
refugee youth and children, who already face significant obstacles in getting a place in the classroom,

it can destroy all hopes of getting the education they need to move forward in a new country.

We know that the challenges are countless — from overcrowded classrooms, lack of resources
and investments in education, language and cultural barriers to difficulties that go beyond the
responsibilities of the school, such as poverty, hunger, and health issues in families. However,
there are paths, and that’s why we listen to educators from all over Brazil who work daily
with these children and young people and we put together this material that aims to offer

edifying and constructive solutions for those who welcome and those who are welcomed.

In truth, despite all the difficulties, refugee youth and children want to be treated in the same way
as other children and youth everywhere — not as people to be feared or to be pitied, not as statistics,

not as problems, not as people who are somehow inferior. They just want to be treated humanely.

I know that we often feel hopeless or unable to make a difference - after all, these are challenging times,
without a doubt. But we have the ability to plant seeds today for a world that will be better for our future
generations. And refugee youth and children are part of that future, if only they have the opportunity.

In this guide and other materials available on the UNHCR Portal on Education for Refugees

(educacaopararefugiados.com.br), prepared in partnership with the Ministry of Education and
the Ministry of Justice and Public Security, we bring relevant information and content that can
inspire you to incorporate small changes that are sure to bring long-term benefits in all spheres

of life for these refugee youth and children - and certainly for the places that host them.

Have a nice reading,

Jose Egas

* Primary education corresponds to the 5th year of primary education.
** Secondary education corresponds to the 6th year of elementary school up to the 3rd year of high school.


http://bit.ly/3vfseLA
http://educacaopararefugiados.com.br
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UNHCR Brazil is also thankful for the important support of and partnerships
with other UN agencies, Brazilian authorities (at federal, state and municipal
levels) and civil society organizations working together to deliver the
emergency response and in the regular programmes of the Brazilian operation.



